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Redtenbacher’s Funkestra (RB Funkestra)

an Austro-British Funk tale
One-liner

Austrian-British Disco/Jazz/Funk for people who don’t particularly like the cheese of ‘The Sound of Music’ but prefer ‘Strudelfunk’ from London, Great Britain.

Shortest version

The RB Funkestra is a 5 piece high-energy Jazz Funk band led by Austrian born bassist and writer Stefan Redtenbacher. They play their own blend of original ‘groove music’ - imagine something like the infectious James Brown grooves with plenty of “hot” jazz blowing on top! Their main goal is to make their audience feel good and they have even been known to entice people to dance!
Short version

The RB Funkestra is the brainchild of Stefan Redtenbacher, bassist, writer and bandleader. His music is firmly rooted in the Funk tradition with the main goal being to make people dance and feel good. It is all about the rhythm! Imagine something like James Brown with a jazzy top hat. The band could also be described as a 'Groove-Jazz' outfit in the footsteps of artists like the Meters and Maceo Parker as well as spiritually inhabiting the contemporary soul and funk world alongside artists like the Dap Kings, Medeski, Martin & Wood, Groove Collective and Galactic.

Medium long version
The RB Funkestra are one American, one English, one Israeli and one German of Indian origin, under the leadership of an Austrian serving up what is also cheekily known as ‘Strudelfunk’. Their unique blend of Funk, Disco and Jazz is stewed-up in their chosen hometown, London/Great Britain.

The credo of the quintet is to infect people with their grooves and musical pearls. Wild dancing and waving arms in the air is more than welcome!

 In the words of George Martin: "Rhythm and tempo set the mood of music more tellingly than anything else, and if you get it wrong all the other rights won't make up for it."

Oh yes! Stefan really believes this one. Although happily being a bassist and MD for other bands, his heart really beats for his Funkestra. After three studio records Stefan is ready to record his fourth album for which he will record the band live in the studio to capture the magic of their grooves, tunes and arrangements.

During the course of his studio productions Stefan has recorded funk legends such as Fred Wesley (trombone), Doc Kupka (bari saxophone) and trumpeter Lee Thornburg (Tower of Power) as well as the horn section from Incognito and guitar legend Elliott Randall, but nothing beats seeing the Funkestra live in full flight. 

It is almost traditional for the Funkestra to invite special guests to their shows. In the past it has been electrifying to play with musicians like drummer Stanton Moore (Galactic), guitarist Elliott Randall (Steely Dan), vocalist Wayne Hernandez and Brendan Reilly, pianists Gwilym Simcock and even other bassists like Janek Gwizdala.

Stefan’s music is deeply dedicated to Funk and he also loves Jazz, the vibrant, accessible and infectious type of jazz to which people can dance, have noisy conversations and generally have a jolly time without it ever becoming too serious and introspective.

History

The RB Funkestra (short for Redtenbacher's Funkestra) was born in 1995 during Stefan Redtenbacher's studies at Berklee College of Music, USA. Live performances culminated in his first album RB Funkestra - 'Boozing Wizards - Searching for the Stone of Funk', recorded with members of the Berklee faculty and the hottest funk players around Berklee at that time. 

After graduating from Berklee College of music in 1996 Stefan re-located to London where he formed a British based 9-piece Funkestra and recorded new demos featuring Taka Boom, younger sister of Chaka Khan. Running a 9-piece band for a newcomer in town proved to be very difficult and Stefan focused instead on establishing himself as a bassist for other bands and artists. 

After successful groundwork as a working musician he started creating the follow-up recording in 2000. In 2004 he finally released the much acclaimed Redtenbacher's Funkestra -'Falling from Insanity' (see press quotes), featuring 30 musicians, amongst them Fred Wesley, funk trombonist legend and former MD of the late James Brown. The Dutch record label Schoots offered Stefan their promotional channels and a performance on the main stage at the European Bass day 2005 in Viersen, Germany. 

Other performance opportunities arose and the RB Funkestra have since become regulars at the 606 Jazz Club in London, one of Europe’s best Jazz clubs, playing Stefan’s arrangements of the last three records and the one to come. 

They just released their third album called RB Funkestra 'Redtenbacher's Hausmusik', a very upbeat Disco/Jazz/Funk record. Furthermore the quintet is rehearsing and performing new arrangements for a live-studio recording to celebrate their third year anniversary in their current line-up; the band will perform all arrangements live in the studio to capture the infectious groove playing of the quintet. This record will be called Redtenbacher's Funkestra 'The Concubine Chronicles' and will have a distinct 'James Brown with a jazzy top hat feel' to it.

Band members

Stefan feels fortunate to lead this infectious ensemble with extremely gifted and liberated funk brothers and sisters:

Stefan Redtenbacher - Bass & bandleader

Eran Kendler - Guitar

Mike ‘Oracle’ Sturgis - Drums

Jim Hunt - Tenor saxophone

Hannah Vasanth/Rob Taggart - Organ & Rhodes

Regular guests

Wayne Hernandez and Brendan Reilly - vocals

Sid Gauld - trumpet

Quotes

· ‘Stefan, you know what the funk is about.’ Fred Wesley (trombonist and MD of the late James  Brown)

· ‘Man, that is some bad sh**. It’s great to hear from a dedicated funkster like yourself. I really love all the textured bass sh**.’ Will Lee (Bassist for David Letterman show)

· ‘The bass playing is great’. Chuck Rainey (legendary soul bassist for Aretha Franklin)

Additional Info

For more info and pictures please visit www.stefanredtenbacher.com/press
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