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REDTENBACHER’s FUNKESTRA – ‘Falling from Insanity’ 

Reviews

Dutch bass magazine, by Marten Schulp

All promises are lived up to on ‘Falling From Insanity’. On the first track we are hit by funky horns accompanied by a great feel from the drummer and a groovy bass line. From start to finish it’s one big party on this terrific record.

Stefan Redtenbacher is an Austrian bassist, operating from England. In principal, ' Funkestra’ is an electrified big band, led by a bass-playing groove monster. The sound is partly based on 60's and 70's funk.

One of the greatest funk horn players from that era, Fred Wesley, formerly of James Brown's Band, is even playing on a track.

But Redtenbacher has been able to combine these ancient sounds of funk with deliciously warped sounds, for example the cunning use of fat-sounding filters on his bass. Of course, he uses the well-known sound of the Mu-tron but he also puts his bass through backward delays and slowly opening filters which creates a hauntingly swelling bass 'carpet' coming out of the speakers.

The ‘festive’ feeling is even more increased by the use of female vocals and a spherical flute.

The seventies fusion sound is continuously helped with subtle samples and sounds. The liner notes mention that Redtenbacher is responsible for the low end and other noises. Besides all this he has also written all the music. That's a fresh new way for a bass player to show his talents rather than making a record full of enormous bass solos. ‘Falling From Insanity’ is a 'danceable' little masterpiece filled with exciting stuff, great horns and a lot of irresistible grooves.

German Bass Professor, by Lars Lehman

Stefan Redtenbacher is a London based Austrian bassist whom I met last year at the European Bass Day 2004 in Viersen.

Following a nice chat with the engaging bassist he presented me with his latest Funkestra CD, which I now have the pleasure of reviewing for you. The reason for doing so is that this man knows exactly what he is doing! With effective grooves and a fat bass sound he is taking centre stage just as you would expect from and experienced bassist.

The opener ‘Juggernaut Blondes’ instantly sets the scene: a fat groove of knit-tight drum figures and a funky envelope filter bass, crowned by a horn section and  ‘off-centre’ sound effects with explosive character.

No less than 26 guest musicians, the most well known probably being Fred Wesley on trombone, have immortalized themselves on this superbly produced album.

Redtenbacher himself indulges in hardly any solo spots but serves the songs with a mean punch that makes listening a pure joy.

Conclusion: a great record in the tradition of 70s Funk with a distinct modern flavour delivered by experienced musicians. A hugley exciting blend of fun-filling music. 

British Bass Guitar Magazine, by Steve Harvey

The second solo album from Redtenbacher powerfully reinforces the title Governor of Bass bestowed upon him by BBC Radio 2. This album is packed with non-stop, solid jazz-funk grooves. It has a distinctly 70s retro flavour ; think Parliament, think Tower of Power. 

The opening track, ‘Juggernaut Blondes’, sounds like it could have been pulled from the Starsky And Hutch soundtrack album. As with his previous album Stefan has written and arranged all the pieces himself, further underlining his remarkable abilities as a bandleader. 

The session list is far too vast to include here but it includes such luminaries as Steve Hamilton, pianist from Bill Bruford’s Earthworks, drummer Mike Sturgis and virtuoso saxophonist Gilad Atzmon. ‘Bom le Bom’ features an outstanding trombone solo from Fred Wesley of the James Brown Band. 

Throughout the album Stefan’s beautifully crafted basslines are intricate where needed, but always perfectly fitted to underpin the song itself. Falling from Insanity is a near-perfect slice of jazz-funk from one of Europe’s great players.
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